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STTHOMAS MAR THOMA CHURCH

Plot No.37-B, Sector-15, Kharghar, Navi Mumbai- 410210
Web site : http:/lwww.khargharmarthomachurch.com, Email ID: mtckharghar@gmail.com

WORSHIP SERVICE AT CHURCH - On every Sunday at 9.00 AM

1st, 2nd & 4th Sundays - Holy Communion Service in Malayalam

34 Sunday - Holy Communion Service in English

Thanksgiving service for Birthday and Wedding Anniversary will be held during Holy Communion Service.

Tithe offerings shall be received on the second Sunday of every month during worship service

Sunday school - On every Sundays at 7.30 AM
Fasting Prayer - On every Fridays at 10.00 AM at Church
WEEKLY PRAYERS
Edavaka Mission - Every 1st& 4t Saturdays at members’ residences at 7.30 pm

- Every 3rd Saturdays at Church for Mission Study at 7.30 pm

Sevika Sanghom - Every 4™ Sundays after Holy Communion Service at Church
Cottage Fellowship on every 2™ Saturdays at 4.30 pm at
Members’ residence

Senior Citizens’ Fellowship - Every 4th Wednesday at 5.00 pm at members’ residence

Yuvajana Sakhyam - 3rd Sundays after Holy Communion service at Church
4t Sundays Cottage Prayer

Area Prayer Meetings

Area Prayer Group — A - 1st Sundays
Area Prayer Group - B - 2" Sundays
Area Prayer Group - C - 3¢ Sundays
Choir Practice - Every Saturday 6.00 PM
Vicar: Secretary:
Rev. M. Prathish George Thomas Samuel
St. Thomas Mar Thoma Church, 402, Tower-5, Plot D-69
Plot No. 37-B, Sector-15, Kharghar, SKP CHSL, Sector 12,
Navi Mumbai — 410210 Kharghar, Navi Mumbai- 410210
Mob No. : 8054156880 Mob No.: 9920234163
Email: prathishgeorge@gmail.com Email: thomass5607 @gmail.com

Q

Our Parish Bulletin is titled ECCLESIA; the Greek word stands for CHURCH. Church
is a Community of Believers- the Body of Christ, The Bride, etc.
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Message from the Vicar’s Desk

Dear Parish Members,

‘Greetings in the name of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ’
‘Every New Year is a chance to refresh our soul and renew our promises to God’
(G K Chesterton)

Faith is the hope that fills our painful and dark lives with light and comfort. At the end faith
has to succeed, if faith does not see its fulfilment then one become heart broken and then
it becomes difficult to trust anyone or anything. Isaiah 43:25 says God forgives and forgets
our sins. Three things to learn from this text 1) God alone has the power to forgive our sins
2) God forgives so that ‘we can be’ 3) God choose to permanently alter the state of Heaven
by sending His son to be punished for our conceit.

A New Year/ A New Beginning having confidence in God.

As a New Year has come into our lives, let us thank the almighty lord for all the blessings
showered upon us in the past year and pray that this New Year will be a great blessing to
all of us. A bird that sits on the branch of a tree is not worried about whether the branch is
weak, dry or that will it break- as it is not sitting on the branch with confidence on the branch,
rather on the confidence that if it were to break, it could fly. Entering a new year with
confidence on God is important. God is the creator and sustainer of our lives.

Parish Day/ Convention

Our parish is celebrating its 15th Parish day on 19th January 2025. Let me take this
opportunity to put a word of appreciation for all those who took initiative to form and build
this magnificent church in the way that we see it and worship our lord. Let us remember the
purpose in which the church was built- 1) as a place of worshiping our lord, 2) to up bring
our children in true faith and 3) to have a closer fellowship amongst ourselves and the
community around us. Let us pray that the convention will be a blessing and spiritual
nurturing to all of us.

Great Lent Period

50 days lent period a time to look into ourselves to change and transform ourselves. Simeon
was called Peter, after Crucifixion Jesus again calls him as Simeon and then reinstates him
as The ROCK on whom the Church will be formed. He is asked a simple question — “do
you love me”? Lent is a period to introspect whether we still love Jesus?

May this New Year bring us even closer, fill our hearts with love, and bring endless
blessings to our Home.’ Wishing you all a Joyful and Peaceful 2025.

With Love,
Mullukalayil Achen
January 2025



FORTHCOMING EVENTS & PROGRAMS

Date Title of Event Remarks
31st December 2024 . . :
101 am on 1.1.2025 Watch Night & New Year Service, Holy Communion At 10.00 pm at Church
12™ January 2025 Tieth Offering for the needs of the Parish
17t January 2025 Parish Convention Friday at 7.30 pm
18t January 2025 Parish Convention Saturday at 7.30 pm
Parish Day * Convention Concluding
19t January 2025 Gold Offertory — Dedication during Parish Day 9.00 am
Diocesan convention — Inaugural meeting at Mar
23th January 2025 Thoma Church, Kalyan (W) 7.00 pm
Sevika Sanghom Meeting at St. Peters MTC,
241 January 2025 Goregaon 10.00 am
241 January 2025 Diocesan Convention day -2 7,00 pm
St. Peters MYC, Marol
25t January 2025 Diocesan Convention — Da- 3 at St. Stephens MTC, 7.00 pm
Panvel
261 January 2025 Holy Qurbana & Convention concluding, 8.30 am
CIDCO Exhibition Centre, Vashi '
8t February 2025 Tieth Offering for the needs of the Parish Dedication Maramon Convention
Prayer for Students for SSC & HSC Board Exams Begins

16" February 2025 Maramon Convention Final day

2nd March 2025 Valiya Nombu Begins (Great Lent)

7t March 2025 World Prayer Day — By Navi Mumbai Centre Sevika At our Parish

Sanghom
9t March 2025

Tieth collection for the Parish’s needs




Introduction to Great Lent
(Compiled by Rev, Prathish George M.)
Fasts and Feasts

Fasts and Feasts can be helpful to us if we take time to understand the meaning and purpose of each.
It will encourage us to be with Christ throughout the year and experience salvation through the
meditation of the Word of God, Confession, Prayer and Worship. The Mar Thoma Church follows a
lectionary which is arranged throughout the year (chronological Order). The liturgical year is as follows.

The Sanctification of the Church (Kudos Etho)

The renewal of the Church (hudos etho) — 25 days lent — mar Thoma Sabha Dinam — Baptism of Jesus
Christ (Danaha/Epiphany) — Annunciation (Suboro)- Fast of Nineveh — The Great Lent- Acension of
Lord Jesus — Fast of the Apostles (Sleeha Nombu) — Feast of the Transfiguration of our Lord- Feast of
the Blessed Virgin Mary. From ‘We Believe’

Great Lent (Saumo Rabo)

The Great Lent commences (usually) in the month of February which is calculated as per Lunar
Calendar. It is 50 days fast- 40 days in which our Lord fasted and 10 days to remember the passion of
Christ. The first Monday of this Lent is observed as the service of reconciliation (Shubkono). 40 th day
of the Lent is observed as 40 th Friday. This symbolizes the forty days of fasting of Jesus in the
wilderness. On Palm Sunday (Hosanna) we remember Jesus’ great entry into Jerusalem on a donkey.
Passover Thursday (pesaha) is the day of institution of the Holy Communion. Good Friday is the day of
Crucifixion and death of Jesus Christ on the Cross. On Easter Sunday we celebrate the Resurrection
of Jesus Christ.

Lent in Eastern Tradition (Calculation of Lent Days)

Different churches have taken different stands in calculating the 40 days’ lent. In the Syrian tradition the
custom of observing Lent for Seven Weeks — fifty days emerged. It was thus this Lent came to be known
as fifty days lent — Lent and the Great Lent. In the Anglican, C.S.I. and Latin Catholic Church with
Western Liturgical tradition Lent was not observed on Sundays, as it is the day of Resurrection. So
these churches calculated the forty days from Ash Wednesday to the day of Resurrection. In the western
churches Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, with the service of marking sign of the Cross on the head
with ash as a sign of repentance. In the Jacobite, Thoziyoor, Orthodox, Mar Thoma, Malankara Catholic
Churches which follow Antiochene liturgical tradition, Lent was not observed on Saturday the day of
hopeful waiting for Resurrection and also on Resurrection Sunday. But the fasting is seen in continue.
Instead of these days the ten days from the ‘Fortieth Friday’ were fixed for meditation on Passion,
Crucifixion and Resurrection. Thus, the observance of the Lent was prolonged to seven weeks of the
seven days. Thus, the Great Lent is arranged for fifty days. —

by Rev. Dr. George Mathew Kuttiyil

Biblical Basis for Lent

The OIld and New Testaments refer to fasting and Lent which were indispensable elements in the
religious life of the Israelites. The custom of fasting in repentance was usual in the life of Jews in times
of Crises and repentance. Kings and prophets have convened people and exhorted them to fast as a
sign of repentance and atone for sins — (Jonah 2:5-7). Prophets and people used to fast to attain God’s
blessings and also before they were to face God —(Exodus 34:28). Moses had fasted for 40 days for
the meeting with God on Mount Sinai. In New Testament Jesus asks disciples to pray and fast- Matthew
9:14, Mark 2:18). Jesus is also strengthened through fasting and praying before he began his public
ministry that led him to the ministry followed by passion, crucifixion and resurrection. It is the mysterious
sharing in and identification with the suffering of the Lord that must become possible today through the
observation of the Lent.




BIBLE READING PASSAGES

Lesson -1 Epistle & Meditation Theme/ Worship
Day Lessons -1&2 | Gospel Event Assisting
Deut 10:12-22, Rom 2:17-29.
1st Jan 25 Gal 5:1-12 Luke 2:15-21 New Year Common
Exod. 3:1-17 PO Prayer
cts 16:6-15. . . ) .
5 Jan 25 Rom. 10:9-17 | [uke 10- 1-11 Mission outside Kerala: Jesus who sends for Mission Group - C
; . . Prayer
Micah 4: 1-7 Romans 5: 1-11 The God of Peace
th -
120Jan25 | 50129 | Matt. 5:1-9 Group - A
: Yuvajana
(o Jan 5 | Z6ch 8:18-23 Col 3:9-17 Ecumenical Sunday - T_he chyrch that needs to be Sakhyam
a 1Cor 1:10-18 | John 17:13-23 one in Christ Members
o6t Jan 05 | G€M 17:1-81 Eph. 6:1-4 | Indian Republic Day — Diocesan Convention Final Day | Combined
In. 2:7-14 Mark. 10:13-16 Worship
Josh. 4:1-8 | Eph. 4:1-7 St. . - Prayer
2" Feb 25 Cor. 12:12-27 John 17:20-23 Mecdical Mission Sunday Group - B
. Isa 40:12-26 Col 1:15-20 Beginning of the 130th Session of Maramon Prayer
9" Feb 25 Rom 8:19-25 Matt 6:26-30 Convention, God’s Sublime Creation Group - C
10hFep25 | “onah1:1-17 1 Rom 6:19-23 Beginning of three day Lent: Repentance
Rev 2:1-7 Matt 24:32-46
11hFep25 | “onah2:1-10 | Rom12:9-18 Three day Lent: Transformation
Rev 2:12-17 Matt 24:32-46
1o Fep o5 | Jonah 3:1-10 Eph 5:1-10 Three-day Lent: The redemption of all Creation
Jas 5:1-6 Matt 12:38-50
Jonah 4:1-11 Heb 8:7-13 Conclusion of three day L'ent: Celebration of
13thFeb25 | pom10:1-10 | Luke 13:1-5 Redemption
Conclusion of the 130th Session of the Maramon Yuvajana
16t Feb 25 Isa 11:1-9 1Cor 1:4-9 Convention, Abundant life through the experience of Sakhyam
Eph 3:16-21 John 4:4-15 the Kingdom of God Members
r3Fen 25 | EZ ok 36:24-31 1Pet 2:1-10 Reorganization of life to experience the Kingdom of GP;gaJ/e_;
e Eph 4:17-24 | Luke 19:1-10 God P
Deut 30:1-10 Beginning of the Great Lent: Jesus who transforms Prayer
2m Mar 25 Rev 21:1-8 Rom 12:1-3 everything Group - B
3dMar25 | Joel 2:12-17 1Cor 13:4-10 Ministry of Reconciliation
1John 4:11-21 | Matt 18:18-27
76 Mar 25 World Women’s Day of Prayer
. Prayer
" Jer 33:6-11 Jas 4:7-10 Jesus Christ who holds together the neglected Group - C
9" Mar 25 Phim 1:8-21 Mark 1:40-45 (Second Sunday of the Lent)




Acts 16:16-18 | Mark 2:1-12 y of the Lent) Members
Hos 2:14-23 1Cor 1:18-25 Jesus Christ who makes redemption possible for
23°Mar25 | Acts5:12-16 | Matt 15:21-28 everyone (Fourth Sunday of the Lent)
25t Mar 25 1'33;1]13'11_10 Gal i:é_g.sléum The Embodiment of the Word G'Zzgér A
26" Mar 25 i\lggr‘ fllgg 1 Lcjlila(sl:zllzlz-g?,s Mid-Lent: The gaze at the crucified one
300 Mar 25 Isa 66:12-15 1Pet 1:18-25 Jesus Christ YVhO grants the fullness of humanity gg%?g:g
Rom 3:23-31 | Luke 13:10-17 (Fifth Sunday of the Lent) Worship
Area Prayer Meetings At 5.00 PM
Date Prayer Group At the residence of
5t Jan 25 A Mr. Suraj T. Zachariah, A-804, Arihant Aradhana, Kopra, sector-10, Kharghar
12t Jan 25 B Mr. Manoj Thomas, A-701, Kamdhenu Aura, Sector-4, Taloja Ph-I
191 Jan 25 C No Prayer due to Parish Day & Final day of Convention
2nd Feb 25 A Mr. Jose lype, A-101, Anu Vigyan, CHS, Sector-3, Kharghar
9h Feb 25 B Will be announced later
16t Feb 25 C Will be announced later
EDAVAKA MISSION PRAYER SCHEDULE
1st 3rd & 4th Saturdays at 7.30 PM
Date Head of Family Address
04.01.2025 At Church
11.01.2025 Mr. Cecil Cherian 401 Mita Heights Sector 20
18.01.2025 At Church Parish Convention
01.02.2025 Mr. Saju P George B 801 Ashoka Residency Sector 12, Kharghar
15.02.2025 At Church Mission Study & Prayer meeting
22.02.2025 Mr. Suraj T. Zachariah ; 3 !
01.03.2025 Mr. Tennis J. Mathew 903, Building No.1,Kesar Harmony, Sector -6, Kharghar
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02.03.2025 Will be announced Later Lent Prayer
09.03..2025 Will be announced Later Lent Prayer
16..03.2025 Will be announced Later Lent Prayer
23.02.2025 Will be announced Later Lent Prayer
30.03.2025 Will be announced Later Lent Prayer
SEVIKA SANGHOM PRAYER MEETINGS 4.30 pm
Date Head of Family Address
11™ Jan 25 Mrs. Shalini Cherian 12 Udayam CHS Sector 4, Kharghar
8 Feb25 Will be announced later Cottage Fellowship
8 Mar 25 Will be announced later Lent Prayer
SENIOR CITIZEN FELLOWSHIP PRAYER MEETINGS at 5.00 pm
Date Head of Family Address
227 Jan 25 Mr. K.S. Joseph A-103 Crystal Court Hiranandani Sec 7, Kharghar
26t Feb25 Will be announced later
26 Mar 25 Will be announced later Lent Prayer

YUVAJANA SAKHYAM COTTAGE FELLOWHIP MEETINGS 4.30 pm

Date Head of Family Address
26th Jan 25 Will be announced Later
239 Feb25 Will be announced later
239 Mar 25 Will be announced later




Birthdays

Following members are celebrating their birthday during October, November & December 2024.
On Behalf of the St. Thomas Mar Thoma Parish, Kharghar, we extend warm greetings and prayers.

January 2025

DATE NAME ADDRESS
1st Mr. Tiju K. Samuel 1B- 201, Seawood Heritage Sector — 4
4th Master Jotham Zachariah Thomas | A-804, Arihant Aradhana, Kopra, Sector-10
8th Mrs. Sara George 701, Harsha Heritage Sector 19
8th Mrs. Shibin Anna Christy 202, Tulip CHS, Plot No.13/16, Sector-34B
10th | Mr. Reji Cherian 12 Udayam CHS Sector 4
14t Mrs. Sudeshna Philips 202/A Shubharambh Sector 20
23rd Mrs. Ani Abraham 1-B, 402, Vignahar Sector 12
24th Mrs. Liby Mary Mathew A-803, Neelkanth Exotica, Plot, Sector-21, Ulwe
26th Ms, Naysa Reiji 12 Udayam CHS Sector 4,
26th Mrs. Shiji B Samuel 201. Arpan, Sector 21, Kharghar
29th Mr. Jobin Daniel Johnson 1401, Paradise, Proviso Complex, Sec-35E,
30th Mrs. Shobha Cecil 401 Mita Heights Sector 20
February 2025
DATE NAME ADDRESS
Bth Ms. Julia Mariya Pradeep Flat. No. 801, Happy Homes Sector 20
9th Mr. Benny P. Thomas BH-1-32, Kendriya Vihar, Sector 11,
9th Mr. Stany Abraham 1503, Lilac, D-Wing, Tharwani rosewood Heights, Sector-10
10th Ms. Jissa M. Cherian H-1203, Daffodil, Jalvayu Phase-|, Sector 20,
14th Mrs. Ponnamma Kunjachan 703, Building - 7, Celebration KH - 4, Sector-17
15th | Master Johan Mathews Terence F-1/6-22, Spagetti, Sector 15
16th Mr. P George Mathew B - 35-7, Kendriya Vihar Sector 11,
17th Mr. Suraj Thomas Zachariah A-804, Arihant Aradhana, Kopra, Sector-10
20th | Mrs. Julie Thomas B1-804, Hydepark CHS, Sec-35G,
23rd | Grp. Capt Koshy Kuruvilla G-401 Tulip, Jalvayu Phase | Sector 20
23rd Mr. Hanoc Jobin Johnson 1401, Paradise, Proviso Complex, Sec-35E,
28th Mr. Shibu Thomas 303, Balaji Residency, Sector-15,




March 2025

DATE NAME ADDRESS
3rd Ms. Keziah Benny Thomas BH-1-32, Kendriya Vihar, Sector 11,
4th Mrs. Rajamma Abraham E-172 Raghunath Vihar Sector 14
4th Ms. Esther Mariam Lino K-702,Astor, Jalvayu Vihar Phase-l, Sector-20,
7th Mr. Shabin John Thomas B-1/10, Kendriya Vihar Sector 11,
gth Mrs. Reni Jobin Johnson 1401, Paradise, Proviso Complex, Sec-35E,
10th Mrs. Lincy Regi (C-305, Satlaj Residency, Plot No.8&8B, Sector-35, Kamothe
10th | Mr. Binu Jacob Thomas 404, Skyline Residency, Plot No.1B, Sector-34A,
11th | Mrs. Sally Joseph A-103 Crystal Court Hiranandani Sec 7,
15th | Mrs. Ammini Eapen M-4/10, Spagetti, Sector 15
16th | Mr. Mathew Koshy KH-4/5-403 Celebrations Sect-17
17th | Mr. Nison Samuel A-803, Neelkanth Exotica, Plot 88 7 89, Sector - 21, Ulwe
18th Mr. Suraj Jacob Mathew B- 1001, Mahavir Jyothi, Sector -10, Near SBl,
18th | Mrs. Rosamma John 401 Mita Heights Sector 20
20th Mrs. Yasmin Kuruvilla G-401 Tulip, Jalvayu Phase | Sector 20
20th Ms. Hanah Betty Jobin 1401, Paradise, Proviso Complex, Sec-35E,
21st | Mrs. Daisy Abraham 1503, D-Wing, Lilac, Thatwani Heights, Sector -10
23rd | Mr. Thomas Abraham B1-804, Hydepark CHS, Sec-35G,
23th Rev. Jacob K. Samuel 1B- 201, Seawood Heritage Sector — 4,
24th | Mr. Jose Ipe A-101, Anu Vigyan CHS, Sector-4,
24th | Ms. Juana Ann Pradeep Flat No. 801, Happy Homes Sector 20
26th Master Adriel Viju Joy 703, Building -7, Celebration KH — 4, Sector-17
28th | Mr. Arun Kuruvilla G-401 Tulip, Jalvayu Phase | Sector 20
31st | Mr. Tenny Jose A-101, Anu Vigyan CHS, Sector-4
31s5 | Ms. Kripa Relisa Thomas 404, Skyline Residency, Plot No.1B, Sector-34A,




WEDDING ANNIVERSARY

The following families are celebrating their Wedding Anniversary during this quarter. On Behalf of the
St. Thomas Mar Thoma Parish, Kharghar, we extend warm greetings and prayers.

January 2025

3rd Tennis J Mathew & 903, Building No.1,Kesar Harmony, Sector -6,
Nidhi Arieckal Jacob Kharghar
Mr. Justin K Jacob & C
3rd Mrs. Avila Justin CH-3/13, Kendriya Vihar, Sector 11, Kharghar
4th Mr. me .Va.r ughese P. & K-702,Astor, Jalvayu Vihar Phase-l, Sector-20, Kharghar
Mrs, Libi Ninan
Mr. Shibin Aby Mathew & .
5th Mrs. Merin Shibin Mathew 204, Vaishali CHS, Sector-11, Kharghar
16th Mr. Jo_bm Abrahqm & A-203, Tricity Grand, Owegaon, Sector-30, Kharghar
Mrs. Jissmol Jobin
Mr. Mathews P. Cherian & Mrs. .
19th Elizabeth Mathews F-1/6-22, Spagetti, Sector 15
ogth | Mr. Cibi Varghese & 903, Shubh Home Tower CHS Sector 20
Mrs. Anju C Varghese
Mr. Abraham Mathew & . . A
30th Mrs. Daisy Abraham 1503, D-Wing, Lilac, Thatwani Heights, Sector -10
Mr. Binu Jacob Thomas & Mrs. . .
30th Santoshi Binu Thomas 404, Skyline Residency, Plot No.1B, Sector-34A, Kharghar
Mr. Vineeth Joseph & : :
30th Mrs, Jiny Vinesth A-103 Crystal Court Hiranandani Sector-7, Kharghar
February 2025
Mr. Jithin Thomas & .
3rd Mrs. Jissa M. Cherian H-1203, Daffodil, Jalvayu Phase-I, Sector 20, Kharghar
Mr. Shibu Varghese & ,
h - - -
4t Mrs Nisha Shibu U-203, Jalvayu Vihar Phase-2, Sector-20, Kharghar
Mr. T.S. Babu & .
11th Mrs. Mini Babu 1-B, 302, Vignahar Sector 12, Kharghar
Mr. Jobin Daniel Johnson & . .
14th Mrs. Reni Jobin Johnson 1401, Paradise, Proviso Complex, Sec-35E, Kharghar
Mr. Philips Mathew &
24th Mrs. Sudeshna Philips 202/A Shubharambh Sector 20, Kharghar
o6th | M Terence Mathews & F-1/6-22, Spagetti, Sector 15, Kharghar

Mrs. Jeena Terence

March 2025

No wedding Anniversaries in this Month

It is proposed to Invite articles from our members on Bible Study, Testimonies, Poems, Short
Stories, Travel Experiences suitable for publishing in future editions of Ecclesia. Interested
persons may contact the Vicar/Secretary.




